Dermorphin: effects on anterior pituitary function in the rat.
Dermorphin is an exceptionally potent opioid peptide from amphibian skin. Intravenous injection of dermorphin in pharmacological doses did not affect prolactin and growth hormone release or serum glucose. In contrast, dermorphin significantly stimulated TSH secretion and significantly suppressed LH secretion. These results suggest that dermorphin has selective effects on anterior pituitary function in mammals.